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ceived not only as becomes the mournful
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honest, capable uud trustworthy men con-

trolled its affairs. Yet such is the sum
expended last year by our city officials.

Can there be any sarprise that our bonds,
bearing six per cent, interest ii gold,
should not command more than ;eventy
cents in the dollar in currency, Uieie
can bo no prosperity for State, county or
city, until extravagauce aud corruption in
their administrations shall cease.

It seems that Craven county has become
a victim to the ignorant and dishonest
Radicalism which governs it, and reaps its
reward in the following manner, as we learn
from the organ of Kadicansni in jNewDern,congenting ifit arfi

"Election" of whom ? of members of the
General Assembly that being the subject
on hand, this clause should read:

The term of office of those elected at
the first election heid under this Constitu-
tion shall terminate at the samn time as if
they had been elected at the first regular
ejection of members of the General Assem-
bly, ensuing tJie adoption of this Constitution.
Filling up the sauso in this way, the mean-
ing turns on the word 4 "election." An
election is tho act of choosing, and taking
the word literally new members are to be
actually elected at the first regular election
ensuing the adoption of the Constitution,
at which very time by a fiction the mem-
bers before elected are to be considered
as having been elected. And the effect f
this eleotion of new members, according to
the first clause of this section, "the terms of
office of Senators, fcc, shall commence at
the time of their eleotion," and the last
clause of the 29th section, 44 the mem-
bers then elected shall hold their seats un-
til their successors are elected at a regular
election," will be to put an end to the
term of the first set of members the very
instant they are, by a fiction, supposed to
be elected the fiction having answered
the purpose of adding a few months to the
beginning of their terms.

This is clearly the result of a literal con-
struction. To meet the difficulty, it is
said the word "election" is not to be taken
literally or to imply an actual election of
new members, but, by a fair construction
as having reference only to the regular
time holding the ensning election, which,
however, is not actually to be held, and it
ought to be read the "first ensuing elec-
tion day." There i3 nothing whatever to
support this construction. The 27th sec-
tion taken by itself, does not sustain an
exception to the general principle, and
looking at other sections the construction
contended for is not only unsup-portabl- e,

but is excluded, for
(passing by tho 28th section, which has no
bearing, and is evidently out of place)
the 29th section provides:

j. UB power must hethe day or month, treating tl1'"edto
fixed by the Constitution, or else fi ff as

limited. There is no middle ground
This is the restriction put onof the General Assemblv: l.nt !Clber8

members lJc8entam uiuru restricted j .ibelieve thsy havo tho power tc
0 u.ot

dav. or the month n, the .Ul4?K ther -- J v, .. year, for: ll r ii r. i i it iawnnau m mo VJonsillUtlon "thn nl I- -

for mfimhp.rs of tlio flana.ni . .CviUOQ

be held on the fi rrt vZ"!!1870." "U"7 ln An80t.
Respectfully,

R. M. PEARsnvI concur in the opinion of Chif Jnfti
Pearson.

Respectfully.
OBTPjpiCi:,

Nw County Movement.
Point Caswell, N. C, Jan. 17, 1370

Dear Journal monotony 0f 0arquiet village was broken on Saturday las
by the assembling together of the proni
nent citizens of this section for the pUr
pose of considering the practicability 0f
petitioning the Legielatnro to cause the
divieion of New nanover county an, C8.
tablish a new county from fiie following
townships, viz : Holly, Holden, Caswell
Columbia, Franklin, Lincoln and Union

'

Mr. E. A. Hanes was called to the Chair
and Mr. John Moore acted as Secretary.

Tho object of the meeting was stated' to
bo to institute measures necessary for

tho division of New Hanover
county.

Dr. Myers, of Lillington, the starter and
master spirit in this movement, addressed
the meeting in a most effective speech.
Hir arguments were unanswerable, clcnr
logical and truthful. Ho was followed bvDr. Jas. F. Simpson of Caswell, who advo
cated the new enterprise in his usual vein
replete with argument, Sro. Lawyer lW-se-r

made a masterly speech favoring thedivision, and caused the ground to fairly
ring with denunciations of all opponents.

On motion it was ordered that a copy 0!
the above proceedings should be given to
the Wilmington Journal, Star and Post for
publication.

The meeting displayed the most earnest
interest in the matter and a full determ-
ination to carry the enterprise through.

On motion the meeting adjourned, agree-
able to a call in Franklin township on
January 20th. m.

Inauguration of Uovtrnor Geary, of Pen-
nsylvania.

Harrisbueg, Jan. 18. John W. Geary
was inaugurated Governor of Pennsylva-
nia to-da- y. He made a long address.
There was a grand procession of the mil-
itary, the fire companies, &c. Because a
colored regiment was allowed in the lice,
all the fire companies left except two from
Philadelphia.

Election in MlUdlcto trn, Conn.
MiDDLETowN, Ct., Jan. 17. At our city

election yesterday the Democrats elected
their candidate for Mayor and a large m-
ajority of the city Council for the lirsfc time
since 1861. They also elected their cand-
idate for Sheriff, Assessor, Collector, and
all but one of the Constables. Samuel
Babcock, for Mayor, had 05 majority.

Deplorable Condition in Soatli Curolinu.
The following is an extract from a let-

ter to a gentleman in Baltimore. The
writer is one of the most estimable gen-

tlemen in South Carolina. It is dated
January 13, 1870:

4What is to become of this poor State,
nobody can do more than conjecture.
Yon have perhaps not known that at the
end of the war the c!d bank bills brought
some ten cents on the dollar I mean
the bank of the State. I had a good
many of them and was glad to get that.
Gov. Scott and his friends bought up all

those bills, then got the negro Legislature
to redeem them by State bonds at par, and
soon after to enact that these bonds, pri-
ncipal and interest, shall be paid in gold.
And so it is in everything. Five or ten

dollars will buy, I hear, any vote in the
Legislature for anything. They eit for

months instead of weeks, as formerly, and

vote themselves six dollars a day, instead
of throe, as before."

Tne Small I'ox lit New Yorlt I'ltcautlon-ar- y

Meatnrti,
New York, Jan. 18.

The board of health report 1C0 cases cf

small pox now in the city, confined e-
ntirely to the 11th, 17th and a part of the
10th wards, and almost wholly to persona
of foreign birth recently arrived in the
country. The total number of adult cases
since the 1st of October is 800; deaths in
November and December, 70. The school
children have all been thoroughly vaccin-
ated and the health of the city well protec-
ted, so far as they are concerned. In
majority of the cases now prevailing the
disease assumes tho mild form of vari-
oloid. Every caution has been taken by

the board of health to prevent tho spread
of the contagion.

Part of Ixmlavllle Submerged A. Village

Destroyed Loss of L.lf.
Louisville, January K

All that part of tho city lying on the

levee, now Fourth street, is complete!?
submerged, and tho occupants are busily

engaged in removing their property to

safe quarters by means of boats.
Prewitts, Ky., was completely destroyed

by the storm on Saturday night. John

McGowan and his eldest daughter vere

killed and Mrs. McGowan badly injure
Downer's stable was blown away ana
large number of fino horses and
killed. Dr. J. Wilson and wife, iiE
twelve miles west of Prewitts' Knob,
badly wounded. The storm was genera,

along the Memphis and Louisville anj
Louisville and Nashville railroads,
considerable damage to property 3 re'

ported.

A Curious Suit in Buffalo. 9. V.

Buffalo, Jan. 18. Judge Verplanck, cf

the Superior Court, has just decided a

novel suit. George A Deakin, for tweni.

years past a member of the St. Adolpoot
so Society, a religious benovolent act-
ion of this city brought suit to obr.
mandamus to be reinstated to me m --

ship of that society, from which hecw
ed that he had been maliciously eSFe
m a. rf twenty-o- -

lor reiusiug io pay a ; r- -

cents unjustly imposed. The judge
issue.'
or

xri a tiArflmntnrv mandamU8 w w
reinstating the plaintiff to full
ship.

uon, a. ii. inn.
m r m V

carpet- -

xne niceen column epewu by.-
mCte

bag Congressman could not com7 n the
practical wisdom and goou seuao oi
VTnn T5 TT TTill nttArs to the peopk

say
rt - - i o- tv notnit)

nothing." He of course means n " --

tence, in its most literal sense, to tue u- - ,

pation of Congress. They cannot
anything to avert the blow; they c u

"do" anything which the govent
listen to; but the time will oner or i a

come when what has been done
upon the other side will receive its m
retribntion. St. Louis Times.

Velvet boots, the color of the dress.

worn with elaborate;cosiumc.

OPINION OF CHIEF JUSTICE PEAKSON.

State of North Carolina, )
Supreme Court,

Raleigh, Jan. 10th, 1870. )

To the Honorable Tod 12. Caldicell, Lieuten-
ant Governor, cx officio President of the
Senate, and the Honorable Jo. W. Holden,
Speaker of the House of Representatives :
The joint resolution of the Senate and

House of Representatives, requesting the
Justices of the Supreme Court, in sub-
stance, to give their opinions as to the
terms of the present members of the Gen-
eral Assembly, that is, according to the

visions of the Constitution do they
Ero their seats until the first Thursday in
August 1872, or are other members, to be
elected on the first Thursday in August
1870 ? has received full consideration.

The question is more easy of solution
now, when it can be treated as a dry mat-
ter of constitutional law, than it might be
hereafter when complicated with collateral
considerations. Should the General As-

sembly, for the two years referred to, be
composed of new members, and it turns
out that the body ought to have been com-
posed of the present members, there will
be a state of confusion. On the other
hand, should the General Assembly, for
the two years referred to, be composed of
the present members, and it turns out that
the body ought to have been composed of
new members, there will be the like con-
fusion ; so it is of importance to have the
matter settled at the outset.

A preliminary question presented itself
do the constitutional duties of the Jus-

tices forbid a compliance with this request
of the General Assembly ?

I am relieved from all doubt by the pre-
cedent in the matter of Waddell vs. Berry,
9 Iredell's reports, appendix which is in
point. There the right to a seat in the
Senate was contested and the Judges of the
Supreme Court, at the request of the Sen-
ate, expressed opinions not as a Court but
as Judges, as to the right of certain citi-
zens to vote ; and this action of the Judges
is put on the ground that the main pur-
pose being to determine the right to a seat
in the Senate, although " not an act of of-

ficial obligation the Judges deemed it a
duty of courtesy and respect " to comply
with the request. Here the main and only
purpose is to aid the General Assembly to
determine the right to all of the seats in
both Houses. So the question is of the
same character and of much greater mag-
nitude. The action of the Judges of the
Supreme Court in giving an opinion on
the meaning of the word 44 crime," at the
request of Governor Worth, is also a pre-
cedent in point. (See 44 In the matter of
nugnes, .runups iteports, 04. ) 'iixe ac-

tion of the Justices of this Court in de-
clining to express an opinion, at the re-
quest of the General Assembly, in regard
to a Homestead Act, affecting pre-existin- g

debts, is not relevant to the subject now
under consideration, for it is put on the
ground that the question involved 44 the
rights of property," and 44 would in all
probability come before the Court for de-
cision," and the Justices were of opinion
that their constitutional duties did not per-
mit them to prejudge it.

The Constitution fixes the torms of office
as a general and fundamental principle
that is to say of tho Governor four years

of the Justices of the Supremo Court, (I
confine myself to these to avoid pr.lixityj
eight years of the members of the Gen
eral Assembly two years. Whoever alleges
an exception to this general principle must
assume the burthen ox proving it. 1. In
regard to the Governor, justices and mem-
bers, elected at the first election, a reason
appears on the face of the instrument for
making an exception to the extent of ad-
ding a few months to the beginning of the
terms. This election was ordained to be
held "when the vote shall be taken on the
ratification of the Constitution." which
would bo more than two years before the
first regular election, and il was necessary
to add some time to the beginning of these
terms, to make the subsequent terms fit in
and run on smoothly. So this exception
is admitted.

2. In regard to the Governor, a reason
appears on the face of the instrument, for
also adding from August to the first day of
January next ensuing, to the end of this
term his successor is not to be iuaugura-- !
ted until that day. So this exception is
admitted.

13. In regard to the Justioes of the Su
preme Court, no reason appears on tho
face of the instrument for making an ex
ception by also adding two years to the
end of their terms and in the absence of
a reason, it will require words so plain and
positive as to admit of no other reasonable
construction, to have that effect Article
4, section 32, of the Constitution, is relied
on :

4,Tho officers elected at the first election
held under this Constitution shall hold
their offices for the terms prescribed for
them respectively, next ensuing after the
next regular election for members of the
General Assemblv. But their terms shall
begin upon the approval of this Constitu
tion bv the Congress of the United
Statos."

The next regular election for members
of the General Assembly is to be heid on
the first Thursday in August, 1370
Article II, section 29. So the Justices are
to hold their offices for the terms prescri-
bed for them respectively, "next ensuing
after " that date. These words are plain
and positive and admit of no other con-
struction. There is no other section which
conflicts with or can controvert this con-
struction, and it will be observed the
wording differs very materially from that
in respect to tho members of the General
Assembly. I am led to this conclusion,
although no reason for adding to the term
appears on the face of the Constitution,
simply because it is so written. This is the
only matter which has any weight in my
judgment, in support of the position that
some time is also to be added to tho end
of the terms of the members of the Gen-
eral Assembly elected at the first election,
and a full and candid exposition of my
conclusion npon that subject, made a re-
ference to this necessary and proper.

4. In regard to the members of the Gen-
eral Assembly no reason appears on the
face of the instrument for making an
exception by also adding two years to the
end of their terms, in fact, giving them two
terms instead of one, and, in the absence
of a reason, the question is narrowed
down to this: Does the Constitution use
words so plain and positive as to admit of
no other reasonable construction ? The
onus is on those who allege an exception,
and the burthen is made heavier (as we
shall see) by a provision in direct opposi-
tion to a double term.

To sustain the exception the second
clause of section 27, of Article II, is relied
on. It is in these words:

Sec. 27. The term of office for Sena-
tors and members of the House of Repre-
sentatives shall commence at the time of
their election; and the term of office of
those elected at the first election held
under this Constitution shall terminate at
the same time as if they had been elected,
at the first ensuing regular election."

The words of the second clause are
general and vague; and to make sense
of it, the rules cf construction must
be resorted to. 44 First ensuing regu-
lar election" "ensuing" what date?
tbs adoption of the Constitution, or the
first election of members of the General

J
Assembly? It is not necessary to say
which, as both took placo on tho day,

the State of New York wm consent to tnia usur-
pation.

Abuses of the elective franchise in localities
cannot continue while the power ia in the hands
of the people. They must snd will bo speedly
remedied. But the surreivler of the vliot sub-jK-t- of

suffrage to a cttdralized joisier at Wash-ingto- n,

which will merely leave to decree the re-- u

I of an etec'ion as jterpe'ualiiiy them a Ike
government wihout truest ion or redress, will
never ba submi ted to by the people. When would
such usurpers decree themselves out of power ?
It has been said that a State cannot withdraw its
consent to snch an amendment once Riven, how-
ever inconsiderately, even though the requisite
number may not be obtained for a century. This
cannot be. Let New York, when the roll of States
is called, announce that ehe dees not consent to

lei uoDgrees count ner as

Horticultural and Pomolooical. A
meeting of gentlemen desirous of forming
an Horticultural and Pomological Society
for this section was held in the office of
the President of the First National Bank
in this city yesterday afternoon. Pres-
ent Ool. W. L. Steele, of Richmond ;

Col. T. S. Memory and Capt. J. W. Ellis,
of Columbus ; CoJ. Jno. D. Taylor, of
Brunswick; Louis Proelich, of Daplin; Ii.
A. Hart and Dr. W. W. Lane, of New
Hanover.

Col. Steele was called to the Chair and
Capt. Ellis requested to act as Secretary.

On motion of Col. Taylor a committee
of five was appointed to draft a constitu-
tion and plan of organ ization. This com-

mittee was made to consist of Cols. Steele,
Memory and Taylor, Dr. Lane and Mr.
Hart.

Each gentleman present was constituted
a committee to extend an invitation to all
parties interested to attend the next meet-
ing, which is to be called by the Chair-
man.

On motion the meeting adjourned, after
having sampled some excellent wine ex-

hibited by Mr. Froelich.
Daily Journal 22d.

Cape Fear Agricultural Association.
At a meeting of the Executive Committee
of this Association last night eleven mem-

bers were present. Col. S. L. Fremont, the
President, in the Chair.

The salary of the General Secretary was
fixed at 3200. The duties of this officer
includo those of Corresponding Secretary
and General Superintendent.

Major J. A. Engelhard was elected to
this position by acclamation, on motion of
Dr. S. S. Satchwell.

A special committee of three on Publi-
cation was appointed, consisting of Cols.
W. L. DeRosset and W. L. Smith and
Dr. S. S. Satchwell. This committee have
in charge the publication of a pamphlet
containing the proceedings at the late
Fair, meetings, essays, etc., and are to de-

cide as to what shall be published.
Maja. J. A. Engelhard and J. C. Mann

were appointed a committee to prepare a
design and viows for the Diploma of the
Association.

Tho President was requested to submit
at tho next regular meeting a plan for the
sub-divisi- on of the members of the Execu-
tive Committee for different branches of
duty.

The Treasurer was authorized to borrow
$3,000 from time to time in suoh sums as
the necessities of the Association may de
mand.

The Secretary was directed to reqaest
Railroad and Steamboat Companies to
pass the members of the Executive Com-

mittee to and from monthly meetings.
The second Friday of each month was

selected as the occasion for the regular
meetings of the Committee.

The Secretary was directed to apply for
the uso of the Chamber of Commerce Hall
for the meetings of the Committee.

On motion the meeting adjourned.
Daily Journal 22(7.

TnE Clerks of the Superior Courts in
this State held a convention in Raleigh
last week, and formed a permanent organ i
zation for the purpose of ensuring a sys
tematic procedure in the various counties,
and for mutual protection.

The following are the oiheers elected for
the ensuing year:

President J. U. Mann, of New Hano
ver.

Vice President I. E. West, of Craven.
Treasurer A. Clapp, of Guilford.
Secretary G. J. Robinson, of Wayne.
Council of Administration Messrs. Os- -

born, of Mecklenburg ; Albright, of Ala-mano- o;

Gregory, of Halifax; Summers of
Iredell; and Betta, of Granville.
Liahor in tlie South Letter from Gen. Lee.

The following letter from General Rob-
ert E. Leo was lately addressed to Colonel
Thomas H. Ellis, president of tho Virginia
Immigration Society :

Lexington, Va., 30th Dec, JNG9.
My Dear Sir: The question of supply

ing labor to the South is one of vital im
portance, in which all classes are concern-
ed, and particularly the agriculturist, inas-
much as regular aud oonstant work is more
necessary to his prosperity than in most
of the other industrial pursuits. I believe
this can only be secured by the introduc-
tion of a respectable class of laborers from
Europe; for although temporary benefit
might be derived from importation cf the
Chinese and Japanese, it would result, I
fear, in eventual injury to the country and
her institutions. We not only want reli-
able laborers, but good citizens, whose in-
terests and feelings would be in unison
with our own.

State immigration societies, composed
of men prompted by the patriotic motive
of benefitting the country, would accom
plish this object better than by any other
moae. uy introducing worthy immigrants.
providing for their comfort and security
on arrival, ana assisting tnem wnen neces
sary to their new homes, a sufficient sup
ply of honest, steady, willing men would
soon be secured.

I believe experience has proved that the
practice of employing entire families pro-
duces more contentment and permanency
among tnem, ana wnere a number are ool
lected into a community npon neighbor-
ing farms they are better satisfied and give
greater satisiaction.

I am glad to find that this impor
tant subject is claiming your attention,
and l nope tnat the Virginia Immigration
Society may be able to adopt a plan for
procuring for the State and such others as
may co-oper- ate with her, a regular supply
oi naruy, neaitny immigrants.

Your plan of providing a depot within
our borders, where they can ba received
on landing npon our shores, and where
their necessary wants can be supplied, is
eminently wise, and in my opinion, neces-
sary; and I should rejoice to see a plan in
sucoessiai operation calculated to develop
the wealth and to promote the prosperity
ox tne oouta.

I have been and still am an advocate of
European immigration, but do not see in
what other way I can aid it.

TTffilwitn muon legarii, your obedient ser
vant,

RE. Lee.

man.
How much the asperities and prejudices

of war could de softened, and how much
good feeling engendered between tho sec-

tions by displaying to the representative
men of the South that spirit of kindness
and consideration due from and to citizens
of a common country.

itrconatruction of Massachusetts.
A petition has been forwarded to Hon.

S. S. Cox, member of Congress from New
York, signed by numerous oitizens of Mas
sachusetts, praying that their State be re
manded to a territorial government for its
treasonable course in 1842, its unrepubli
can denying of the right of suffrage to
those who cannot read or write, and for
its connection with the Hartford Conven
tion. Mr. Cox has presented the petition
to Congress.

There is no part of the Union so much
needs reconstruction as New EDglaud; but
as she at present, through her home rep
resentatives and her carpet-bagger- s from
the South, rules the country, we cannot
expect to see justice meeted out to her;
but after the census returns of this year
are received, and the sceptre passes from
the Eastern States, wo may expect to see
that section taken in hand, for when leg-

islation is directed for the benefit of
the whole conntry, and not controlled
in the interests of tho monopolies of New
England, they will be sure to kick up a
fuss, forgetting that they live under the
beet government the world ever saw.

Term or General Assembly.

We publish elsewhere the late opinion
of Chief Justice Pearson, in which Justice
Dick concurs, in regaad to the tenure-of-offic- e

of tho members of the present Gen-

eral Assembly. He bases his opinion that
here must be an election for members of
he Legislature upon substantially the

same grounds advanced by the Journal in
he several articles which have appeared

ia these columns, and justifies his aotion
in giving his opinion at the request of the
General Assembly upon the precedent set
in the action of the Supreme Court in the

. , , . . o ,1 Ttr,ioonieswa ewcuuu wh w uu
lien, in to wnicn wo reierreu. auu
from which we quoted..... . 1

VVe suppose it mere was one sensime
man in ine oiaie wuo uuhobuj ueuocu
that under the Constitution tne members

. .t 1 1 i- -

ol the present uenerai Assemmy conun- -

uea in oince uncn iou, mis very uier ar
gument of Judge 1 EAB80N would satisfy
him of his error. In looking calmly and
dispassionately at the two clauses of the
Constitution which relato to the tenure-of- -

offioo of the members of the first Legisla
ture elected thereunder, ana see how re
pngnaut they are to each other, it does
6eem that either Judgo Tourgee says truly
in declaring that one was so worded pur
posely to permit the members to hold over
hv a nicelv constructed fraud, by a collu- -

Uion between himself, Sweet and Heaton,
31 'A. "I " 1( Z L I. 1or mat ne am it uiiubcu wi.uuui uuujm- -

ence with others. It does seem strange
that an article so ambiguous and unneces
sary could have honestly or accidentally

. . mm J 1gotten into tne uonsutuuon
We do not think the letters of Justices

Reade, Rodman and Settle need to be
published. Judge Reade argues to show
that the Constitution forbids him to an--
swer the question propounded by the Gen
eral Assembly under the general provision
that the "Legislative, Executive and Ju
dicial departments of tho Government
shall be forever separate and distinct."

Justice Rodman occupies substantially
tho same ground. Ho regards tho question
exclusively as a political one, and can never
be made directly or indiroctly a legal
question, or a subject of judicial determi- -

nation. He attempts to please both wings
of his party by telling one that if they "do
hold over, and continue to sit and enact
laws, being de facto, in possession of the
legislative power, and recognized by the
Executive department of the government,
I know not by what authority tho Courts
could refuse to obey your statutes," and
we suppose if this same body should de-

cide to hold over for twenty years, and
should retain Justioe Rodman in office and

I pay his salary promptly, he could not
possibly see how the Courts or the people
could rid themselves of the usurpers. He
tickles the other by telling the members to
pursue that course which they may think
the people intended when they were
elected, and that they ought to give the
people the benefit of any doubt they may
havo on the subject.

We havo previously thought that Jus
tices Rodman and Reads do not feel per-

fectly secure of their position in the Radi
cal party. We nave too liigu an opinion

I cf their legal abilities to suppose that the
one could write and the other approve the
silly trash contained in the Homestead de
cision, nau they not been lorcea to it by
the " unconscious bias of pressing circum-
stances," so facetiously intimated by the

J Chief Justice in his dissenting opinion.
. .I 1-- mwe notice tnat some judges grow very

jealous of the dignity and independence
of the Bench when the welfare of their
party is involved, but rush into politics
under the excitements of " drums and
flags " when their party is to be benefited.

Justioe Settle does not say much, but
then Justice Settle does not know much.

I Ho is personally interested and probably
ought not to give an opinion. If the
present Legislature holds over he expects
Senator Abbott's seat, and it is expecting
too much even of such a patriot as Justioe
Settle to furnish a stick to break his own
head. He ourtly declines to give an
opinion.

"Heaping the Whirlwind.
It was hardly possible to suppose that

the frands and corruptions which have de
Istroyed the credit of the State should not
also effect that of counties and towns.
Nay, too frequently similar corruptions.

I and in nvnrv inatAnnn Annul ATtrATamnnaJ mi mrmmmm W mm V

have disgraced the adxninistration of Radi
cal County Commissioners and city Mayors
and Aldermen. What sane man supposes
that it requires one hundred and forty
thousand dollars to govern this city, if

To lTnloiom Himself.
Judge Jerry Black, who was Mr. Uu
ftnan' Attorney General and Secretary

-- f State after General Cass's resignation
of that oflico, is preparing a statement,
which will be made public in a few days,

ffivin a. a history of the occurrences from
November to the 4th of March preceding
Mr. Lincoln's inauguration, concerning
fv. nMJrm nf the administration, in its
endeavors to reinforce Fort Sumter, and
the position wh'ch he and the late Edwin
M. Stanton maintained regarding that
matter. He will make known a portion of
thn HAPi-fi- t liistorv of that period, which

w - - -

will, of course, bo interesting.

The Ftlteentlt Amendment.
Twenty live States havo now ratified tho

Fifteenth Amendment. Texas is required
to do so before she will bo admitted into
the Union so too will Georgia. So that
but one State will remain to make the
required number. Ohio probably ratified
thn Amendment yesterday. But New--

York has withdrawn its assent. If this
action is recognized there must be still
another State added to those ratifying the
Amendment. If it becomes necessary,
Tennessee can and will bo taken in hand
a Georgia Las been, and by this means the
consent of the governed will have been ob-

tained nolens rolens to tho proposed
Amendment. Ilail Columbia ! Land of tho
Free ! !

The I'oor Needle-Wome- n.

It is stated that there oro fifty thousand
women in New York city who are attempt-

ing to keep off starvation with the little
point of a needle, and whose wages do rot
average half a dollar a day, while many,
by twelve or fourteen hours' work, do not
make more than twelvo cents. Is not this
exaggerating a little ? If It be true, it is
a terrible tale of suffering which should
evoke the sympathies of all the benevolent-minde- d

people of the country. The right
of woman to work and her right to be

tho worth of that work is undenied ; .

and though it may be argned by some
t n.i ;,i,a .aanfrrann Xmuat u iua nj -- e o- - i

this, vet it is cer- -
iU iavv, ,w j " I

tain that thoso most prominently urging
the ballot for women are not such as we
would esDect to do any real work, that is

1 - I

to entrace in any useful or practical calling,
Th; in ff tho nonus politician, who
would livo by tho labor of others.

4?rnil)iu of lie ' Hlng."
Wn rrivc editorial loroniinenco to thei " o

following article fioni tho llalcigh Sentinel,

to let our pKlo see nomethiug of the op
erations of "tho King," and to explain tho
reason tho friunds of "tho King voted
for the Kesolulion instructing the Treaaur- -

r not to pay any more interest duo on tho
KnwMiil Tax Bonds." I

fcaysthj Smtincl: About ten days ago
f 1 -- . 11 I

we were lniormeu oy a yuuuemuu wuu i

spoke confidently on the subject, tnat I

within two weeks from that time, the Kad- -

ical " Ring " men in this State would, in
.M 1 1 A. lpursuance ot a plan concoccea oeiwoeu

them and their co-adjuto- ra in Now York,
take steps to repudiate tho new special tax
bonds of this Stato. That this would be
done as soon as the accrued interest on
bonds in the hands of certain parties was
paid. The proceedings in tho Legislature
yesterday, verified tho prediction.

On yesterday the Legislature passed a
resolution instructing the Treasurer not to
pay any more of tho interest duo on the
iprcial tax l&ml. This extraordinary move
is not understood by many outside of tho
"Ring." This is the explanation, briefly:
the Ring " havo used the bonds, and can't
account for them. This resolution will
havo the effect, and is so intended by its
real authors, to put the bonds down to jive

or ten cents in the dollar, aud now the
"Ring," in need of tho bonds to make up
their accounts, will bo able to buy up all
that are needed at the depreciated price
lroncht about bv this resolution : but few

of the members of the Legislature under
stood its purpose, or knew where it came
frnm. P.ven its author did not know its
design. However innocent may have been
the intention of tho Legislature, this re
solution is the handiwork of the " Ring,"
to mrdta nioncv aud to save themselves
when the day oi" reckoning shall come.

If Littleneld and the "Ring" had sold
the bonds held by tho Western North Car
olina Railroad Company, as they are
charged with having done, at GO or 60
cents in the dollar, and used the money
for their own purposes and Florida specu
lations, they can bny back their bonds
now at 0 or 10 oents in the dollar, and be
all ready to account for the bonds they have
misapplied, and realize by tho operation
40 or 45 cents in the dollar on millions of
the bonds.

This is wise legislation ! At tho last
session they passed bills oppressively tax- -

ing the people; tho money has been col-... . m .

lected, and they now stop tne xreasurer
from paying it out ! Such legislation is
worthy of Chicken Stevens, Cnflee Mayo
and Sleepy Downing. While the action is

by tho Legislature, it
will relieve the people of a burden and the
"Ring" from an unpleasant dilema.

The "Ring" will now be able to buy and
pay for the North Carolina Railroad,which
is the only unfinished businoss before the
Legislature.

Hurrah for Governor Holden and his
State Printer! Hurrah for the "Ring
and the Rogues! God save the State and
help a ruined people!

Osmeral L.
The Committee of Invitation have asked

Uenerai Liek to attend the funeral of
Geoeqe Feacody, and the Trustees of
Washington Collega, over which he pre

mm m -sides, requested him to comply with the
invitation, The feeling displayed in Mas--
sachusetts, 11 we can judge DV what waw -

find in the New Lngland papers by the
prospect of General Lee's visit, is moat
gratifying. Should he attend we believe
be will be one of the most honored partici-pwa- ti

ia toe ceremonies. He will be re--

the Times.
"Judge Thomas discharged the jury drawn for

attendance on the present term of the Superior
Court, because they did not wish to take
county script,' it not being nfgotiable. The

Judge ordered a jury from the city who can serve
and board at home."

How rapidly and how well is Radicalism
doing its damning work of destruction.
Like tho poisonous Upas, nothing floui-iah- es

under the influence of its deleterious
shade.
Northern Democrats and Southern Radi-

cals
Upon the same day there were presented

similar scenes in Albany, New York, and
Atlanta, Georgia, the Capitals respectively
of those two States. Similar and yet how
diffiarent. In Albany the members oi the
General Assembly, elected by the free peo-

ple of the Empire State, under laws and
regulations adopted by themselves, met
together as the representatives of a free
people. No foderal soldier was present
unless as : spectator. The sword was
powerless in tho presence of the represen-
tatives of the civil authority. Each House
is tho judge of the qualifications of its own
members and 6its upon its own adjourn
ment.

In Atlanta also the members of the Gen
eral Assembly of the Empire State of the
South met on the same day. Whites and
blacks, honest men and convicted rogues,
citizens and vagrants came together by the
orders of a Federal General. Over the
Hall in which they sat floated the "flag of
the Country," not as the emblem of the
" land of the free and the home of the
brave," but the esignia of the military

.m 1 A mi "A.power oi tne government, ine cny re-

sounded with the tramp of Federal sol
diery, and bright bayonets bristled threat-ningl- y

before the eyes of these fettered
legislators. Military Commissions sit in
judgment upon the qualifications of mem
bers of both Houses, and they assemble
and adjourn by order of the Military Com-

mander.
Such is Republican government under

Democratic control, and such is Republi
can government under Radical control.
One embraces tho embodiment of a gov-

ernment resting on tho consent of the
governed ; tho other is tho shadow of Ty-

ranny and Military Despotism.
Tho opinions which emanate from these

two representatives of Republican govern-
ment are as different as was their manner
of assembling and organization. From
one we have the bugle-soun- d of freedom,
which thrills and inspires the patriot ;

from the other the mutterings of tyrants
bent upon the destruction of tho rights of
the people. One proclaims that the Uni
ted States is and shall continue to be a
government of the people : the other an
nounces the death knell of a Representative
Democracy. One speaks as the fearless
representative of a free and honorable
people should speak ; the other blusters
and brags as the ignorant and guilty tools
of revolutionists and factionists are wont
to do to hide their ignominy and crime.
One announces its position with the truth-
fulness, force and intelligence which Right
and Justice and Law give their devotees ;

tho other shouts with the ignorance and
rage which Wrong and Injustice and Law-

lessness torture their victims.
In Georgia Military Radicalism places

over the Senate for its presiding officer as
the exponent of tho party and power to
which ho owes his official position Benja-

min Conley, who under the political pupil-
age of Governor Bullock, the Radical
Congress and Prevalent Ghaut, announces
by authority that "the Govijkxment has
"determined that in this Republic, which
" is not, never was, and never can be a
" Democraey that is, this Republic, Re- -

"PTJBIilCANS SHAIili KTJLE." We do not
know which most to wonder at, the sublime
literary excellence of the extract, its im-

perial impudence or its political signifi
cance. It means, if it means anything,
that President Grant and Congress, for
they constitute "the Government" in the
vocabulary of Radicalism, have determ-
ined that the people shall no longer con
trol the Government ; that elections, if
permitted in order to go through the forms
prescribed by the Constitution, shall be
controlled by the Ames' and Reynolds' of
the United States army. It means that
"Republicans shall rule," peacefully if pos
sible, but forcibly if they must.

In New York a Representative Democ-
racy elects as the speaker of the House
Mr. Hitchman, who, as if by intuition,
replies to the imperial threat of this min
ion of tyranny, and every true heart in the
country echoes a response to his words of
patriotism and warning. It might be well
for the political freebooters and highway-
men, who now rule the country and threat-
en the very life of liberty to heed the
words. Says Mr. Speaker Hitchman :

We find Congress centralizing in itself all
the powers of the government, executive andjudicial, as well as legislative; and the dangers
which the fathers of the Bepublio apprehended
as a possibility are already upon us as an exist-
ing fact. The Bepration and independence of
the several powers of the government were re-
garded by the framers of the constitution as theonly guarantee of the liberties of the people
The legislative authority at Washington hasbroken down, step by step, the powers of theSupreme Court of the United States, eo thatCongress fthas become omnipotent. Without
question as to constitutionality of its acts, amend-
ments to the constitution surrendered to Con-gress, powers essential to the Statea for themaintenance of Republican government and theliberties of tho people, are enforced by military
authority and 8tates are created, destroyed, and
re-creat-ed accdordingly as they submit to or op-
pose such aggression.

The right of the State to regulate elections,
and everything connected with them, waa very
justly regarded aa a fundamental article of re-
publican government. It waa left to the States
to be fixed by their constitution. By a pending
amenment, attempted to be forced on the States
in the manner I have indicated, Congress ia con-
spiring to grasp and control this right, so thata body of men elected for a temporary period
and maintaining their seat of cower at a distant
point from the great body the people, may, by
force of fraud, change the xepublic&a character

"Sec. 29. The election for members of
the General Assembly shall be held for the
respective districts and counties at the
places where they are now held, or may be
directed hereafter to be held, in such man-
ner as may be prescribed by law, on the
nrst Tnursdav in August in the year one
thousand eight hundred and seventy, and
every two years thereafter. But the General
Assembly may change the time of hold-
ing the elections. The Frst election shall
be held when the vote shall be taken on
the ratification os this Constitution by the
voters of the State, and the General As-

sembly then elected shall meet on the fif-
teenth day after the approval thereof by
the Congress ofjthe United States, if it fall
not on Sunday, but if it shall so fall, then
on the next day thereafter; and the mem-
bers then elected shall hold their seats un-ti- ll

their successors aro elected at a regular
election."

Here it is ordained that an
election for members of the General
Assembly shall bo held at the place
and in tne manner prescribed by law, on
the 1st Thursday in August, 1870. The
words are plain and positive there is no
room for constmction. An election for
members of tho General Assembly must be
held on that day, or else the Constitution
will be violated. This is a stubborn fact.
It presents au insurmountable obstacle to
tho construction giving a double term. A
new set of members must be elected in
August, 1S7U. If tho present members are
to hold over, there will be two sets of
members for the same term ! ! ! The only
mode of escape from this absurdity is either
to follow a literal construction of the sec-
ond clause of the 27th section, by which
the terms of the present members ter-
minate at the time of the election of a new
set of members, or else to treat it as sur-
plusage being ambiguous, unnecessary,
(for the last clause of sec, 29 covers the
same ground,) and conflicting with the
29th section, which ia expressed in plain
and positive words, is of vital im-
portance, as containing the pro-
visions necessary to put in operation the
Legislative branch of the government
and is complete of itself, and needs no aid
from the 27th section. I am of opinion
that by the true construction of the Con-
stitution the terms of the present membeis
of the General Assembly terminate on
the 1st Thursday in August. 1870. Such
would be the construction, if it were
proved, supposing the evidence admissible,
that it was the intention of the makers of
the Constitution to give the members
elected at the first election terms of four
years. "In putting a construction upon
an instrument, the question for the Court
is, not wnat tne draftsman means, but
what the words of the instrument mean.
It sometimes happens, for this reason, that
the draftsman is less to be relied on than
almost any other person to construe an
instrument, whether it be a Constitution,
statute, deed, or will." MoAdoo vs. Ben--

bow, C3 N. C. Reports, 4C1.
There is another question, whiob, al-

though not covered by the words of the
resolution, grows out of it, and is so inti-
mately connected with the purpose of the
question proposed as to call for the expres
sion of an opinion, in order to cover the
whole ground.

The 29th section, article 2d, has this
clause : "But the General Assemblv mav
change the time of holding the elections."
Does this confer power to change the time
in respect only to the day, or the month
of years whioh aro fixed by the Constitu-
tion or to confer power, as well as to
change the years in which elections for
members of the General Assembly are to
be held ?

The former is the true construction:
1. It harmonizes with the clause next

preceding, which requires an election to
be held on the first Thursday in August,
1870, snd "every two years thereafter,"
and with sections 3 and G Senators and
members of the House of Representatives
4 'shall be biennially chosen by ballot."

2. It satisfies the words and gives to
them a suitable meaning, i. e., power to
change tho day or the month, should a
change in this respect be deemed expedi-
ent; for time, in these particulars, is mere
matter of detail, and is not of the essence
of the thing.

The latter construction is excluded by
many grave considerations :

1. Although the words are broad enough
to include power to change the time in
respect to years, this construction is in
direct conflict with the clause next pre-
ceding, and with sections 3 and G. And a
construction which confers power on the
General Assembly to alter the Constitution,
is admissible.

2. The connection in which this clause
is inserted restricts its meaning, and shows
that it is confined to mere matter of detail

the I places or manner of holding elec-
tions, as by one, two or three Judges, and
the like details.

3. It is assumed in the next preceding
clause ;that the General Assembly has
power to prescribe the manner ol holding
elections, but this does not extend to the
manner of voting viva voce; for voting by
ballot is a fixed principle of the Constitu-
tion, and the power to direct elections to
be held annually or every five or ten years,
instead of every two years, is as cleariy ex-
cluded as the power to prescribe the man-
ner of voting viva voce.

4. Under this broad construction, the
present members of the General Assembly,
if so minded, might put off the time of
the election for ten, twenty or thirty years,
and as by the Constitution they hold their
seats until their successors are elected,
they may hold their seats aa long as it is
tfieir pleasure, to do bo H Any ' look- -


